
 
On behalf of our parish community, I would like to express our sympathy on the loss of 
your loved one. This is always a profoundly sad and difficult moment for our lives and our 
community will remember you in our prayers throughout this time. 

Thank you for your cooperation in ensuring that we can celebrate your relative’s Funeral 
Mass in a dignified and safe way, in accordance with the regulations in place just now. I 
hope that, despite the circumstances being strange and not yet able to do everything as 
normal, this celebration helps to provide comfort and hope at this difficult time.   

Those who are unable to attend the Mass will be able to participate through the live 
stream on our parish website (www.stcharles-paisley.org.uk); our YouTube Channel 
(www.youtube.com/c/StCharlesChurchPaisley) or our Facebook Page (www.facebook.com/
stcharlespaisley) 
   Fr. Jim 
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The experience of bereavement has been made all the more difficult due to the effect of 
Covid-19 and the regulations from the Government and the Church authorities which have 
been put in place to ensure safety and well-being.  

In this phase, we are able to offer a Funeral Mass in the Church. Like many situations just 
now, this will be different from that which we are used to. In this leaflet we would like to 
make you aware of some of the adjustments that are in place just now if you choose to 
have a Mass before the Committal at the Graveside or Crematorium. 

Congregation at the Mass 

Sadly at this time, there is a limit of 50 people who can be in the congregation for a 
Funeral. These should be family members or close friends of the deceased. 

To comply with Scottish Government Regulations 2020/21 and to assist with Test & 
Protect, a list of those who will be in attendance, with name and contact number for 
each person, must be received by us by the day prior to the Funeral.  

It is helpful if the immediate family are mentioned first in the list so that the Welcome 
Ministry can guide you to the proper seats. It is also helpful to group together those who 
will be sitting together as a household/extended household. The list should be emailed to 
stcharles@rcdop.org.uk. Only those named on the list will be able to access the Church. 

Those who attend are required to observe the regulations that are in place within the 
Church.  
• Facemasks/coverings must be worn before entry to the Church and  remain on 

throughout the time you are in the Church 
• Hand sanitiser must be used as you enter and leave the Church 
• Social distancing must be observed throughout your time in the Church and within 

our grounds 
• Household groups may sit together, within the markings set out on the pew for two 

individuals 
• You must take the places to which you are guided by the Welcome Ministers 
• At the end of the Mass, while the final hymn is played, you will be guided by the 

Welcome Ministers regarding the order of leaving the pews. Social distancing must 
still  be maintained at this point. 
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The Celebration of Mass 

Unfortunately, there are also limitations regarding the celebration of the Funeral Mass. 

• You must take your place in the Church before your relative’s coffin is brought into 
the Church 

• The coffin will be brought into the Church and be removed from the Church by the 
Funeral Directors.  

• While Holy Water will be used for sprinkling the Remains, we will not place the Pall 
or Christian Symbols on top of the coffin. Incense will not be used. 

• Congregational Singing is not allowed at this time. 

• Our organist may be available and, if so,  she is allowed to sing. On occasions when 
she is not available then we may be able to organise another organist/cantor. If this is 
not possible then a selection of hymns that have been recorded for us may be used. 
Other recorded music is unable to be used due to licensing and webcast broadcasting 
regulations. 

• The Liturgy of the Word will consist of  a First Reading, Psalm, Gospel Acclamation 
and  Gospel (the Gospel being proclaimed by the Priest). A selection of readings can be 
found using this link. One family member may read the First Reading, Psalm and 
Gospel Acclamation. If so, these will be read from the separate Acrylic Lectern at the 
bottom of the stairs at the right hand side of the Sanctuary. 

• My intention is that what I say at the Homily will be personal to the deceased and so I 
would appreciate some information about their life, what was important to them and 
what they were like as a person, that I can then bring into the Homily. It would be 
helpful if that could be emailed to me at stcharles@rcdop.org.uk  

• It is not possible for someone to give a eulogy at the Church. If you are going on to 
the Crematorium, since the prayer liturgy there is quite short, someone from the 
family may give a short eulogy at the Crematorium. Likewise, someone can give a 
short appreciation of the deceased at the Cemetery. There is no pressure to do so 
however.  

• Holy Communion will be distributed to the faithful at the normal time, and will be 
brought to those who wish to receive Holy Communion. 
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The Distribution of Holy Communion 

Just before the Priest receives Holy Communion, he will say: 
“May the Body and Blood of Christ bring us to eternal life” 
All respond: Amen 

This will take the place of the dialogue between the priest and communicant at the time of 
receiving Holy Communion. 
When invited to do so,  those receiving Holy Communion should should stand. 

• Please keep your mask on.  

• Holy Communion must be received in the hands at this time. Please try to keep 
your hand as straight as possible to avoid the priest touching your hands by 
mistake.   

• Only when the priest has moved away from you should you move your Mask, 
consume the sacred host and replace your Mask.  

Choices for the Funeral Mass 
The organist is not available while we are in lockdown. However, we do have recordings made 
for us off the following hymns which we are able to use: You can choose up to four hymns 

Entrance: 

Offertory: 

Communion: 

Recessional: 

Available Recorded Hymns:  

Abide with me, Amazing Grace, Because the Lord is my shepherd, Be not afraid,   

Be still for the presence of the Lord, Be still my soul, Be thou my vision, Do not be afraid, 
Eagles wings, Hail Queen of Heaven, Holy Virgin, I the Lord of Sea and sky,  

I rise from dreams of time, I watch the sunrise, O Lord my God/How great thou art,  

Soul of my Saviour, Sweet heart of Jesus, The Lord’s my shepherd 
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The readings are available by FOLLOWING THIS LINK. One choice should be made for each 
of the following. 

First Reading from O-1 to O7 or N1-N15: 
  
Psalm from P1-P10: 
  
Alleluia Verse  from V1-V11: 
  
Gospel  from G1-G19: 

Please remember to email me with the above choices and your list of attendees. If you have any 
questions then please feel free to phone me, or we can have a Zoom meeting, or a meeting in 
person with Covid mitigations. I am sorry that things have to be done in a different way from 
normal just now.  

The privacy notice on our parish website outlines our policy on data management. Additionally, the data provided for access to 
the Church will be used in accordance with the regulations announced by the Scottish Government
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